Parathyroid hormone in patients with diabetes mellitus and end-stage renal disease on chronic haemodialysis.
Serum immunoreactive parathyroid hormone in patients with juvenile-onset diabetes mellitus and end-stage renal failure on chronic haemodialysis treatment is significantly lower than the values obtained from patients with adult-onset diabetes mellitus and non-diabetic patients with end-stage renal disease being similarly dialysed. The major determinants of parathyroid hormone secretion, such as calcium and magnesium, do not seem to be the factors responsible for this difference. The histology of the parathyroid glands in juvenile-onset patients shows fibrosis and collagen infiltration which reduce the functional mass of the glands.